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Barbara and Mike MclLean use several seating areas to make their great room more inviting:

BY SUE DOERFLER f THE ARIZONA REPUEBLIC
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great rooms can be so large that sofas and accompanying chairs get lost in them. !

53 many homeowners, such as Barbara and Mike McLean of Phoenix, are turning to an alter-

native solution: Creating numerous seating areas. The resulting look is less formal and more like

the casual, inviting feel of a resort lobby. Look to the one at the Arizona Biltmore Resort & Spa,
which offers a variety of seating choices, as a case in point.

= “When you have such a grandly scaled space, it creates a more intimate environment,” said
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THE INSPIRATION

Where to get

to the core of
casual decor

MODERN' Lindsey Schultz, designer with Ownby I}elsgn in Scottsdale. She worked with the McLeans in decorating ]i&?&%,u:agzgiﬁciﬁm:g

Tour Lew Gallo:and Brad their 5,000-square-foot hillside home. - for our homes. Visit these places

Plumley’s modern bathroom ; for inspiration for your casual-

and Scottsdale’s Hotel The couple’s great room, eight steps down from putting furniture against the windows or whether themed interior:

Valley Ho. ; the entry, gives new meaning to the word “great.” to center the seating areas around the ﬁrep]ace Valley jewel

Also: Create clean ;mﬁ It features soaring 20-foot, pine-planked ceilings, “If you did that, 3““ can’t look out the win- , :

by decorating with black original to the house, and floor-to-ceiling windows ~ dows,” Barbara said. It also meant that during par- Tl"iat ﬂ"'-“s‘ﬂf to 3&':15]“ at the
' and white; what's new in along the west and south walls that offer grand ties, guests had nowhere to sit but on the fireplace Jewel of the Desert, the Arizona

Sutioor f‘-’;h"ﬂ Fow oo views of the hillside, desert vegetation, wildlife and hearth when conversing. » Biltmore Hﬂ’ﬂ‘:i& slr 5&‘: on 39

invest in i&:ﬁﬂ?ﬁ:hm 3 the city. Along the north wall, the massive fireplace, Several smaller seating areas - in front of the lush acres and dotted with eight

] another original feature, commands attention with - fireplace, by the west window and in the southwest -~ Pools, the resort has a Frank .
TODAY: stone face, mantel and hearth. On the east side, a corner — solve the problems. Lloyd Wright :pﬂ_uenre with its
- ot half wall separates the great room from the dining The fireplace still serves as a focal point, but eclectic and M;ssmn-_sty]eﬁ;th-

CASUAL room, which is on the same level as the foyer. it doesn’t overtake the room. It's an ideal spot ings. Relax in l:+he lobby with its

INSIDE - Before Schultz redesigned the space, the couple for relaxing. numerous seating areas. Pamper

W Interior design: Have found it difficult to decorate. Two matching snfa}s, upholstered-_in_taupe‘mn- Fﬂﬂrﬁg mlﬂlﬁ‘ Arizona Bﬂﬂﬂg}‘ﬂ

fun with red furniture and Unlike most living areas, it did not have typical hair and accented with dark-blue pillows, face each Spa and relax at an mtm;a'[t'g in-

accessories. Page 2 * walls, which help facilitate furniture placement, ' ner at Wright's. 2400 E. Missouri

Barbara McLean said. Instead, she and her husband See SEATING Page AH4 Ave., Phoenix; 602-955-6600,

B Bl quets Crte o the faced a dilemma: Whether to obstruct the views by www.arizonabiltmore.com.

s, mfg S : ] : : Classic casual

lmlﬂ:.'fnday'sislands PHOTO BY BAXTER IMAGING = SPECIAL FOR THE REPUBLIC Crate & Barrel's two floors of

are as pretty as furniture, home goods offer plenty of inspi-

Page5 ration for decorating a table,a -

GET THE LOOK room or a house. Two Valley loca-

tions: Kierland Commons, 15220

N. Scottsdale Road, Phoenix, 480-
998-9009, and Scottsdale Fashion
Square, Scottsdale and Camelback

Accessonzmg a casual Ilfestyle

roads, 480-045-1500,
The casual look blends fabric, wood and rnetal to create ‘www.crateandbarrel.com,
a comfortable, inviting space. .Feather your nest
: Do the twist ; Find the right piece of furniture
DAY' e A subtle spiral effect sets this 9-inch-diameter Twist Bowl or accessory, from sofas and cof- »
ECLECTIC ! from Mambé apart from pother metal bowls. Use it for display or fee tables to lamps and vases, at_
as a serving dish, $150 at Meiman Marcus. Scotisdale Fashion Nest home decor store. 7000 E.
Be inspired by Sharon * Square, Camelback and Scottsdale roads; 480-990-2100, Indian School Road, Scottsdale,
Fannin's eclectic bedroom . WWw.neimanmarcus.com, 480-949-9300.
- and the eclectic vibe at :
- Sanctuary on Camelback The right look
Mounitain in Paradise Valley At Pottery Barn, style and com-
Also: How venthoodsare fort are key. You'll find everything
used as art in kitchens; wood from picture frames to sofas.
floors vs. laminate floors; |} Three Valley stores. Visit
brightening your home with mvautteryharn.cum for loca-
green for spring. : tions.

: — Let your ideas blossom
ONLINE NOW Make plans to incorporate a ca-
At home.azcentral.com find: Armed with styla sual look in vour decor while en-
B The best cool homes. The high sides of the Savoy chair lend flair in more ways than joying Bloom's fresh lngredmnts
n Crg;ﬂsfnryouand your family. one. They're-elegant, modern and classic at the same time. and American-inspired cuisine.

@ Bmldw_drgam house. Shown in lentil; it's also available in buckwheat, $1,099 to $1,499 The restaurant has a casual, con-
: ;eﬂﬁ‘mdﬂ:ﬁmﬂs worth at Z Gallerie. temporary feel with bright colors.
' i 5 8877 N. Scottsdale Road, Scotts-
REACH US: Home editor, See THE LOOK Page AH4 dale, 480-922-5666, www.fox
Laura Trujille; 602.444.MEWS or restaurantconcepts.com.
lauratrujillo@arizonarepublic.com — Sue Doerfler
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Seating areas create intimate spaces
" and do not block cutdoor views.

Great room
made more
manageable

SEATING
Continued from AHI

other in front of the fireplace, A set
of three geuﬁ:etric taé:]es, crafted of
copper, can be moved together to
form a larger coffee table. Set apart, -
‘they serve as individual side tables.
A third sofa, set back-to-back

with a sofa in the fireplace arrange-
ment, forms a second conversation
area; it’s paired with two chairs in a

- woven, light-taupe fabric. A mod-
ern lamp of repeating square

shay aces the side table, also
Zalisrt ety

The round table in the southwest
corner is perfect for enjoying
drinks at dusk: It offers great views
of the sunset and city ligtf‘s:.1
A display unit, made of contrast-
ing and reddish-stained wood,
serves as a divider between the cor-
ner seating area and the Yamaha
baby grand piano, which lends a
classic feel. The divider showcases
the couple’s collection of horse
sculptures and hides the stereo
equipment. Throughout the room,
plants — anthurium ruffles, raphis
palms and dracaena arborea —
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PHOTOS BY BAXTER IMAGING
The family room repeats the same col-
or palette, taupe and dark blue, that is
found in the living room. The leather
cubes can be used as a coffee table, in-
dividual tables or as seating,

bring the outdoors inside.

The room has a casual yet up-
scale look with clean lines and a
palette of taupes with accents of
deep blue. Schultz kept colors neu-
tral so that the room didn’t feel too
full. The soft shades also have a
calming feel and don’t detract from
the landscape, which features palo-

Two matching sofas face
each other in front of the
massive stone fireplace.

verde trees. The blue ac- |
cents work well with the
hints of orange found in the
stone of the fireplace and in
the woods in the room,
Schultz said. They carry out
the blue theme found
throughout the rest of the
house, which features antiques
mixed in with casual contemporary
styling. ;

The McLeans are pleased with
the room’s tranquil, inviting look
and have a hard time agreeing oni
their favorite spot. :

“Instead of being focused on the
fireplace, we're focused on the
whole room,” Mike McLean said.

*© Tum the lid over and use it for a serving

Reach the reporter at

sue.doerfler@arizonarepublic.com or -

602-444-8236,
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Classic comfort

Match your sofa to your decor or match your decor to your sofa.
The Arlington sofa comes’in: 65 fabric choices, $1,599 to $2,199, depending on
uphalstery, at Pottery Barn, locations Valley-wide; www.potterybarn.com.

deas for casual decor
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Beyond the box

The Stow Leather Storage Ottoman isn't
the typical box that holds your feet. Pop
the lid and use the interior for storage.

b g i g B’ e £ et et s
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tray. Put the lid back on and use the
ottoman for a seat or coffee table. Choose
fram red, ivory and chocolate leather,
£169 at Crate & Barrel,

Keep it simple
Two-taned wood adds a
striking appearance to the
Aldo Console Table. Place it
behind a couch or in a hallway
or foyer, 3499 at Crate &
Barrel, locations Valley-wide;
www.crateandbarrel.com,

Majestic

Give a regal look to a shelf
or table with the Imperial
Resin Horse. $16.95 at
Z Gallerie, locations Valley-
wide; www.zgallerie.com,

— Sué Doerfler -





